WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABQOUT THE
POAM'S EXTENDED LEGAL REPRESENTATION PROGRAM*

What is it?

The program provides extended 1legal representation for
association members in the event of criminal charges. This
coverage begins where basic labor coverage ends.

What 1is the scope of legal services provided under the plan?

The legal services provided will include representation by an
attorney selected by the POAM for all post-indictment and
post-complaint/warrant stages of prosecution including, but
not limited to: investigatory interviews, arraignment, pre-
trial, preliminary examination, bond hearings, pre-trial
evidentiary proceedings, pre-trial motions, trial (bench or
jury), and sentencing, excluding all other ©post-trial
proceedings and appellate matters.

In the civil context, the POAM attorney will act as of
counsel, to oversee the primary defense provided by the public
employer, so as to ensure that the officer is afforded the

same level and quality of representation as that provided to
the employer.

Does the program cover criminal charges resulting from off-
duty as well as on-—duty conduct occurring in Michigan?

Yes.**

How are claims for coverage under the program made?
By notifying the POAM within the time limits of the agreement,
by use of forms that are available at the POAM office.

Is there a limitation on the number of claims that a member
may file under the program?

No, an unlimited number of claims may be filed by a member of
the program during the year of coverage.
Who is eligible to participate in the program?

The program is available to all member associations regulated
by PERA.



7. What is the cost of membership in the program?

The cost of membership in the POAM's Legal Representation
Program is $60.00 per year per member or $5.00 per month if
group has dues deduction per member. This amounts to
approximately one-third the cost of any other comparable
program, and can be paid in a number of ways, i.e. dues
deduction, through a local fundraiser or as an employer-paid
benefit through negotiation.

8 May a partial group of officers become members of the program
in the event that the entire eligible group does not elect to
participate?

Yes, partial groups are also eligible for coverage under the
program. Those officers interested in membership should
contact the POAM office for enrollment information.

9. Why should an officer become a member of the program?

In recent years the number of criminal charges issued against
police officers have soared. Whenever this occurs, the
officer faces the necessity of providing for his or her own
legal defense, at a cost that can easily run into thousands of
dollars, and at a time when he or she may already have been
suspended without pay, or even fired. Even if the officer
prevails in court, these economic consequences can be, and
often are, devastating.

The POAM's program protects the law enforcement professional
from this grave and ever-present possibility, by providing
extended legal representation whenever criminal charges issue.

* The answers provided are for informational purposes only.
Reference should be made to the agreement for the detailed terms of

coverage.

** Applicable only to PERA regulated members paying the $5.00 per
month or $60.00 per year membership fee.
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